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SPEECH 



Mr.PRYORsaid; 

Mr. Clehk! The member from PonnsylTaniB 
[Mr. Grow] chargea the Democracy with the re- 
aponHihilily of ihc non-organkation of Congroaa, 
Inao fac as the charge imputes blame, itisunffar- 
rantttble; in so far as it implies praise, it is per- 
fecllylrue. If the gentleman means to assert that 
the Democracy are responsible for the non-organ- 
ization of the Hoviae on constitutioual principles, 
and in the interest of the constitutional parly, he 
affirms what the record distinctly contradicts; for 
to that end we have cserted our best abilities — 
unsuccesBfully, howPTer, for want of sufficient 
strength. If the gentleman intends to assert tllal 
the Democracy are responsible for the non-ot^an- 
izalion of the House, by the election of a sec- 
tional Speaker, and the ascendency of a sectional 
pftrly, we readily and cordially admit the truth 
of the declaration. Nay, wc boast ihc fact, and 
claim a monopoly in the glory of the achieve, 
mcnt. Let it go to the country, then, on the 
deliberate aaaevcrotion of a Black RepublicanRep- 
resentative, that the Dcmocrocy have so far pre- 
vented the aucccsM of the snli-sIaTery parly, in a 
capital object of their nefarious enterprise. Let it 
go to the country, that, sooner than expose the 
Republic to the shame and calamity of insfallini 
a Black Republican Representative in a chief office 
of the Oovernraent, wo, the Democracy, albeit of 
small consequence on the score of numbers 
yet oppose tui immovable barrier in the path of 
liis promotion; and that, at last, when, despite our 
mostobstinate resistance, tlie wrong was consum- 
mated, if it shall be consummated, we emerged 
from the struggle with honor untarnished and 
courage unsubdued. This he our praise; and the 



intended reproach of Ihe member from Pennsyl- 
vania tlie country will distinguish as our highest 
title to applause. So believing, I beg to assure 
the honorable niemberthal we are resolved to per- 
sist in our course; and that when hia nominee 
assumes that chair, he will takei t againat the unan- 
imous protest of the Democracy of this House. 
No clamor of destitute contractors, in peril of pro- 
:, will avail to shako us in the strength of our 
purpose; for, greater than any individual wrong, 
greater than any private calamity, do we regard 
the wrong and the calamity of aiding Black Re- 
publicanism a single atcp in the consummation of 
its mischievous schemes. 

In .support of the general imputation of blame 
on the Democracy for the non-organization of 
Congre.ss, the member from Pennsylvania brings 
forward the particular statement that we are re- 
sponsible for the introduction of the shivery issue 
this controversy. The untruth of the allega- 
tion is manifest through the veil of sophlatical 
lasoning employed to conceal it. In the sense 
that he raises awanton and indecent clamiw who 
fire when he detects the torch of the incen- 
diary, in the sense that he is guilty of a breach of 
lace who repels the assault of a robber — in 
that sense, and in thatsenseDnly,are wc responS' 
ible for the agitation of the slavery issue in this 
debate. The nomination of Shermin for tlie 
ership waSjinitself, a proclamation of war, 
and gave the signal of hostilities. In presenting 
L, who, besides his general concurrence in 
the schemes of the anti-slavery party, is obnox- 
to tlie special objection of campUcity in a 
mischievous and treasonable publication, a 
who haa indorsed a proposition to treat the 
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slavuholders na Pariahs, and lo deny them the 
coui-loBiea of flficial intercourse, and the nmonities 
of human fellowship — the nomination of such a 
man, I say, lo preside over the deliberations of 
this House, and to determine ils legislation, was 
the provocative cause of the diacusaion which the 
member and his associatea now pretend lo de- 
plore. They apply the apark, and then affect 
aatoniahmcnt at the elpioaion. It is n way they 
have, not to ree<^Qize the relation between cause 
nnd eflect, and, while busy in putting agendes 
into opersdon, to disclaim responsibility for the 
logical result. So after sowing the couutry broad- 
cast with their dragons '-teeth publications of vio- 
lence and acdilion, they are amaied at the irrup- 
tion of armed men into Harper's Ferry. The 
country will as readily determine who arc rcapons- 
ible for the introduction of the slavery issue in 
this controvoray as who are responsible for tlie 
obstruction to the organization of the House. If 
you do not desire the agitation of the slavery 
question, why did you nominate a man whose 
mere candidacy is an affront lo southern feeling 
and a challenge to southern resiatance? If you 
did not intend to oppose an impediment to the 
organization of Congreaa, why attempt to saddle 
us with a Speaker, whose election we are bound 
in honor to oppose by all expedients, and to the 
last extremity? 

But the member from Pennsylvania ia disgusted 
with theclamor over theHelperpublicaliou. Very 
likely. What 

" ThLef e'er felt the hltlter draw, 
With good opinion of the law?^' 
Etelected in a clandestine scheme of attack on the 
sanctity of the Constitution and the peace of 
Republic, the member very naturally aeeka 
shrink from the shame of espoaure, and to hush 
the voice of popular indignation. It is a 
attempt. I can assure him he has not heard the 
last of Ilia connection with the Helper conspiracy. 
We intend to blaiton it unUI the public are familiai 
with the infamy. We intend to repeat the story 
until the country resounds with denunciation of 

Above all, the member from Pennsylvania ia 
indignant at the introduction of the slavery agi- 
tation into this Hall. And this profession comet 
from a party whoaa only impulse is an instinct 
of sectional animosity, whose only object is the 
abolition of slavery; whose only employment is 
-the exasperation of incendiary issues. This, from 
a Representative who owes his own importr 
less to superior intellect and energy of character 
than to a truculent hatrocl of the South, its peo- 
ple, and its instiiutiona; this is the party and this 



the person who deprecate the renewal of the sla- 
very ablation. But, there is no blush on the 
brazen front of hypocriay. 

Mr. Clerk, the declarations of the member from 
Penn sytvania areofapiece with the uniformpolicy 
of his party, and ivitli the conduct of its repre- 
sentatives since the commencement of this strug- 
gle. Sir, it is not the policy of the anti-slavery 
party to provoke the South beyond endurance. 
Their strategy conaista of tenlative approaches 
and gradual exhaustion. They do not intend to 
Bush the game too soon— to overrun the prey — to 
hazard the success of their enterprise through the 
in discreet impetuosity of its advocates. Consistent 
only in the inexorable pursuit of their object, they 
areunscrupnlous in the employmentof means, and 
pliable under the pressure of circumstajices. At 
times, haughty in their port and direct in their at- 
tacks, they are again humble in ilieir accents ant! 
oblique in their operations. I is an ap ally 
teworthyeirouni3tBnce,thatKh n h So 1 
betrays symptoms of reaeiitm n nd a gres 

id a perception of their pu po 1 is an 
slavery party have recourse to n od a unsels 
and protestations of innocent ii cnb n Re n 
ichment and insul ha n raged 
the South to the point of am d res stance U 

lackKepublicanpartyarequi k o n un elheir 
violent policy, and to aflect th m s pa fi pu 
Witness their call for a no onal n en 
I epitome of patriotism, a compendium of 
principles! So they assume 

I say, moreover, Mr. Clerk, that the horror of 
slavery agitation, affected by the honorable mem- 
ber from Pennsylvania, is in keeping with the 
conduct of his associates of the Black Republican 
party aince the beginning of this controversy. To 
my mind, that conduct has not been sufficiently 
remarked upon and signalized to the country. 

Sir, we are all fomiiiar with the principles of the 
Black Republican party. That it proposes the 
eventual extinction of slavery; that its immediate 
objectia to usurp possession of the Federal Govern- 
ment, with the view of employing its power and 
patronage for the restriction and disparagement of 
slavery ; that it disputes the validity of the fugitive 
slave law, nullifies its effect, and agitates for its 
repeal — that these are the principles and purposes 
of the Black Republican party, we had thought 
was a feet of historical record and universal noto- 
riety. Nevertheless, what do we see here? Under 
the praasure of pertinent nnd persistent inquisition, 
and in pursuance of the policy I have already dis- 
tinguished, the Representatives of the Black Re- 
publican party on this floor, have not hesitated to 
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affect an air of fidelity to the Con*litulii 
conservalive regard for the Union. Thuyhave 
object to accomplish in tiieelectionof8peaker,with 
a view to the eventuol realization of their ultimate 
aim. But succesa is difficult and doubtful 
present temper of tho popular mbd. They have 
been pushing thsir encroachmeiitB -with too great 
ardor of agression. At last, the South feels the 
sting of attack and insult in her bosom; hi 
dignation is aroused, and her energies collecting 
for immediate and effectual resistance. The ' 
grancy of recent outrage, moreover, has shocked 
the sensibilities of no inconsiderahlo proporlii 
of the northern people, and there is danger lest 
these gentlemen will be dragged from their ph 
by the recoil of public sentiment among their c 
constituents. The exigcnoiosof the occasion 
raand a how phase in the Protean policy of the 
Black Republican parly; and a signal change 
witness. The Representatives of that party hf 
renounce al! (heir principles, repudiate all their 
pledges, disclaim all their objects, disavow all their 
connections, and appear on the stage of public 
affairs in a decent disguise of respectable patriot- 
ism. Nny,they even deny responsibility for their 
own sign -manual, and profess to repudiate prin- 
ciples in the propagation of whicli they were con- 
spicuously active and energetic. If their recanta- 
tions were sincere wc would congratulate them on 
their eanversion. But who gives tiicm credit for 
candor? Their motive is as transparent as their 
conduct is detestable. The mailed hand is gloved 
for tho moment, aud we feel the pressure of a fra- 
ternal saiuialion. The beast sheathes his claws, 
and wo are fondled willi an affectioiiafce and in- 
nocuous caress. So wiinn Satan contrived the 
depravation and destruction of mankind, he put 
off the panoply of his infernal state, and aesumsd 
the mean and lowly shape of the meanest and 
lowest reptile. So when John Brown was plotting 
murderandtroason at Harper 'a Fcrry.ho appeared 
in tho innocent guisu of scientific researcli; 



ties. Weperfectly comprehend how it is and why 
it is they put forward the gentleman from Ohio to 
rqiresont them as innocent in intention and inof- 
fensive in action; how it is and why it is tjiat as 

he imputes to them conservative sentiments, de- 
nying even that they would invalidate the fugitive 
slave law, or molest the South in anyof its rights 
—the Black Repub!ican Representatives sit by in 
silent aoquiescencei albeit, among them is the 
member from New Hampshire, [Mr. Tappan,] 
who justifies the assassination of officers engaged 
in the recovery of fugitives from labor; and the 
mombcrfromlndiana, [Mr. KiLGORE,] who main- 
tains that a native negro is worthier the rights of 
citizenship than a white man of foreign hirth ; and 
the member from Massachusetts, [Mr. Eoblih- 
GAME,] whoifi so radical, revolutionary, and rhap- 
sodical as to chimor for an " anti-slavery Consti- 
tution, an anti-alavery Bible, and an anti-slavery 
God." 
Mr. KILGORE. Will tlie gentleman yield lo 



10 for t 
Mr. PRYOR. 



lent? 



may as well defini 



myp 



IVhcn ihe d 






The victory won, and these Black Republican 
Representatives — they have given us assurance 
of the fact through tlie gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Stantos] and Iht gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. Grow]— will rcassume their haughty airs, 
reaffirm their discarded pledges, and renew the i 
work of encroachment and agitation. 1 teil the 
gentlemen we on this side of the House, and our 
constituents at homo, understand the game in 
which they are engaged. I tell them we appre- 
ciate, for what they arc worth, all their Peckanif- 
fian proprieties and Joseph Surface sentimenlaJi- 



tion here, in respect of interruption. 

Mr. KILGORE. Does the gentleman refer to 
me as the gentleman from Indiana: 

Mr. PRYOR. I did, indeed. 

Mr. KILGORE. Then the gentleman is en- 
tirely mistaken. He is no doubt misled by a 
garbled extract from a speech of mine in the con- 
stitutional convention. I know the gentleman 
would not intentionally misrepresent me. 

Mr. PRYOR. Certainly not. 

Mr. KILGORE. By reference lo the correct 
report of that speech the gentleman will see that 
he does me great injustice in makmg that state- 



Mr. PRYOR. I am glad to hear tlie recanta- 
tion, or rather the explanation of the honorable 
member from Indiana. I, of course, must be 
mistaken. The gentleman knows what he said, 
although I discover that I do not alwaysremembec 
what I have written in my day and generation. 
But the fact is, that a well-informed gentleman, 
rsant with the honorable gentleman's past 
■, did bring me a book which showed that the 
gentleman from Indiana did propound tho very 
which I have designated. However, the 
gentleman now stands corrected. Then he does 
think that tho native negro is worthy of the 
rights of citizenship? 

Mr. KILGORE. In that very speech to which 
the gentleman refers, I said that I wished it to be 
distinctly understood that I was not in favor of 
extending the right of suffrage to the negroes;. 
I but that 1 would extend it to every foreigner who 
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was here the required length of lime. Permit me 
to soy w the genUeman that a propoBition was 
SHbmilted to that convention, to extend, by con- 
Btitudonal provision, the right of suffrage to tlie 
uegroeB, That proposition waa voted for by but 
a single itiac, and he a Democrat, 

Mr. PRYOR. 1 am glad tn hear it. That, 
however, does not affect the line of my argu- 
ment at all; and I repeat, that I desire Reprcsent- 
adves on the other side of the House to be per- 
suaded that we here , and our constituents at home, 
perfectly understand their policy and ultimate 
purposes. 

Mr. ENGLISH. 1 am unwilling that the re- 
mark made by my honorable colleague should go 
out without some correction The genlleman to 
whom he refers as bemg a Democrat waa not, 
according to my estimation, a Democrat, but has 
always been rtcognized ill Indiana as an Aboli- 

Mr. KIL&ORE I aik my colleague if that 
geriHeman wit not elected as a Democrat? 
Mr. ENGLISH. That is not my recollection. 
Mr. KILGORE. That is mine, distinctly. 
Mr. ENGLISH. He hasalwaysbeenau Abo- 
litionist, and he belongs to the Republican party. 
[Cries of " Namel ") His name is May. 

Mr. KILGORE. ! am informed by my col- 
league [Mr. Colfax] that that gentleman was the 
regular nominee of a Democratic convention. 
Mr. COLFAX. He told me so himself. 
Mr. NiELACK. I ask whether that gentle- 
man has ever been heard of in politics since ? 
Mr. KILGORE. That makes no difference. 
Mr. NIBLACK. Never, eir. 
Mr. PRYOR. These interruptions on imma- 
terial points are rather embarriiasing: so I will 
go on. Let me repeat, however, with emphasis, 
to the Representatives on the otlier side, that we 
of the South understand the developments here. 
We understand their policy. All tliis is obvious 
enough. It is the artifice of ambition, working 
with the resources of hypocrisy. I repi 



represcntalivi 



I of the and-slavery party on tliis 



8oor,that the people of the South will not be de- 
,eeived by this sham demonstration, nor lie dis- 
armed at tlte suggestion of a treaclierous friend- 
iship. They are resoiyed to be prfpored henceforth 
and forever. 

But, Mr. Clerk, despite the studied silence and 
artful concealment of the Black Rapublican Rep- 
resentatives, we have an occasional revelation of 
theirsuppressedfecling and hidden purpose, Afler 
all their eluborateartificeofdi^uii 
we get a distinct glimpse of the "cloven foot." It 
is impossible, by any stringency of party drill. 



to impose a padlock on the mouth of some among 
their numbers. 

And here, permit me to make my acknowledg- 
ments to the honorable member from Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mr. Hickman,] forithe speech wliich he 
delivered several days ago, lis doctrines I abom- 
inate ; but its candor I must applaud. By contrast 
with the truckling and shuffling, the timidity and 
time-servuig, the preTarication and dissimulation 
which have characterized the conduct of the Black 
RepublicanReprescntatives, the outsiiokcn candor 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania ia indeed an 
admirablecshibidon. Itisa refreshing spccladei 
itrestores one's confidence in thec-'rJiisofnianltind 

I use the word in its original sense — to hear a 

man who has the pluck and the purpose to open 
his mouth and speak the thoughts of his mind. 
Further I cannot go in compliment of the honor- 
able member's speech — I waive all consideration 
of its conceded ability — tor a speech of more vin- 
dictive spirit and untenable doctrine, was never 
delivered in the American Congress. 

Sir, the honorable member hna accomplished 
the work from which thc! great abilities of Edmund 
Burke recoiled in impotent endeavor. He has 
drawn up aii indictment against a "whole peo- 
ple;" an indictment, too, bristling at every point 
Willi counts and criminations. He has Hxhibited 
ardcli's of impeachment agaiust the entire South. 
He has arraigned the South upon the most hein- 
ous accusation. Ho charged us explicitly aiid sol- 
emnly, on his responsibility as a Represent ntivc, 
! willi the viotatiim of all funapacts, compromises, anii 
covenant!. He sdgmatizes us as a perfidious race, 
as a people of Funic faith, as a community with- 
out the fidelity to engp.gimenls which constitutes 
the tie of all socid confederacy. Nay, to imparl 
sting and poignancy to theaccusntion, he coupled 
it with Ihe aggravating imputadon of nigral itude. 
Yes, sir, he asserted distinctly tliat all these cov- 
enants, which we are charged with breaking, were 

his logic, thfe contradiction in the atiaciii.nt, timt 
we had violated engagcmontswhichopi rail- 10 our 
advantage. Perhaps, sir, ho intended to imiily 
that iha people of the South arc fools as well as 
knaves; oUierwise, I cannot sec how he expects 
credit for the assertion that they themselves have 
loosened the bond of covenants which were aU for 
their own benefit. Nor is that all. There \a Ihjs 
addidonal and incomprehensible absurdity ui tlie 
gentleman's argument: he represenls the North 
as complaining of the infraction of engagements 
which operated to its disadvantage and disparage- 
ment. It will puzzle the gentleman's ingenuity 
to ex|Jain why the South should be faithless to 
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ftivorablp compacta, and why the Notth should 
urge as a grievance that they are relieved from 
onerous restrictions. This ia one of tlie dilemmas 
into which mahgnity is so apt to betray its vie- 
But, sir, I contest the gentleman's argument in 
botli of its propositions. I deny that all the com- 
pacts and compromises of the Constitution ore for 
the benefit of the South; and I deny that she is 
guilty of any, the least, violation of her cove- 
In the first place, it is not true that tlie South 
realized any enlargement of right by the so-called 
compromises of the Constitution. It is not true 
generally, foe tiie reason that when the Slates of 
the South assented to the Constitution and entered 
the Confederacy, they were independent nation- 
slides, and as such were invested with all the 
rights of sovereignty. Their power was com- 
plete, and any modification of that power oper- 
ated as a restriction and derogation. The only 
acquisition of right and power which they could 
have gained, arose out of the relations which they 
contracted with other members of the Confeder- 
acy. What that acquisition Was will be exhib- 
ited in the sequel. 

Again, sir, it is equally untrue in fact as false 
in philosophy, that the States ot the South 
oselustvely the beneficiincs of tlie compacts of 
the Constitution Examme those compromises 
as tliey are enumTated by the gentleman from 
Pennsyh anin 

!first, IS the partial ropresel 
population. Evidently hero 
right and a deduction of pover on the part of the 
South. The Slates of the South, before entering 
the Confederacy, had a right to insist that their 
weight ill the popular branch of tlie Federal Con- 
gress should be proportioned to their entire negro 
population; in$U;ad of which, they agreed to sub- 
tract ticoj^thi from this basis of representation. 
Here was a dear and important concession from 
the South, at the instance and for the advantage 
of the North. If they haddemanded the enumera- 
tion of all their slaves in the ratio of representa- 
tion, as they had a right to do, their strength on 
this floor to-day would be increased by the addi- 
tion of sixteen members, and we would not be 
embarrassed now by the possibility of a Black 
Rcpubhcan Speaker, 

So, sir, with the"slave trade, which the 
had a right to perpetuate, but to the suppression 
of which, ailer a given period, she com 
the interest of the Confederacy. This, 
a signal concession by the South. 
The gentleman adduces, and properly, too, the 



constitutional stipulation for the rendition sf 
fugitive slaves as an advantage which the South 
gains in the Confederacy. It is true, sir, if the 
southern States maintained their original independ- 
cnce, they would have no right to reclaim their 
slaves from the jurisdicdon of foreign Powers. 
But, sir, apart from the nullity of this provision, 
consider by what a concession the South purchni«d 
the poor equivalent. By resigning the privilege 
of levying tonnage and impost d«ti"s, and traaa- 
ferring to the Federal Ghjvemment oil control over 
the foreign and inter-State commerce of the Con- 
federacy, they placed their trade at the mercy of 
antagonist interests in the North; and most effect- 
ually have the North availed themselves of the 
power for the aggrandizement of their manufito- 
turing and commercial interests, at the expense of 
the producing interests of the South. They have 
plucked us with merciless and insatiable exoa- 



Thus, sir, it appears that in fd! the ii 
enumerated by the honorable member from Penn- 
sylvania, the South, in eflect, has lost rather than 
gained by the compromises of the Constitution. 

I come, now, to the other proposition of the 
gentleman's argument; to tlie burden of his in- 
dictment; to the point of his invective against 
tie South; to the declaration that the South has 
been faithless to "all compacts, compromiseti, 
and covenants." Among the compromises of tiie 
Constitution, which one has the South violated? 
The honorable gentleman did not allege lliat we 
hod broken any except the engagement for the 
suppression of the slave trade. Is this a just 
accusation? I confidently affinn it ia not. Ex- 
ceptional instances of hiwlessness do not impugn 
the character of a community. As a body, the 
people of the South arein no way concerned in the 
violation of thelaw against thesiave trade. They 
are not more guilty of the crime than the people 
of the Nortli. In fact, and notoriously, it is in 
northern ships, by northern men, and for the ag- 
grandizement of northern capital, that the alaie 
trade is prosecuted in defiance of legal prohibition. 
These assertions I defy the gentleman to contra- 
dict. 

Well, air, how stands the South in respect of 
that other class of compromises — I mean the com- 
promises of legislation ? Here let me protest that 
I have no reverence for this sort of compromise. 
I cannot comprehend the meaning of a legisla- 
tive compact. It is an idea that eludea analysis. 
No one enactment of the Federal Legislature has 
more sanctity and stability than anolh r. Ail 
laws rest upon theic approved policy and they 
ace liable to repeal the moment tlieir operation 
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betoutfBmiSohievoua. Itisausurpalioii ofpower, 
niidonactof folly,for one Congress lo undertake 
!o protect ita legislation from aroendmeut by a 
succeeding Congress. 

Still, 1 will follow tlve gentleman, at«p by step, 
m: Ilia intlictment. I will taka up Hpecification 
after specification, and exhibit, beyond question, 
tiiat. the South ia innocent of anj- infraction even 
of these legialativecompromiBes. More than that; 
I will retaliate the chaise. I will make tlie North 
plead to an indictment, and will prove that it is 
the anti-alavery party which lias violated ' 'all com- 
pacta, compromissB, and covenants." 

Tiie honorable member accuses the South of 
an infraction of the Missouri compromis 
fftEls show that the South adhered to it, but the 
Nonh repudiated it. He declared, explicitly and 
emphatically, that the South had infracted 
viotatetl the Missouri compromise. Sir, I 
back the accusation, and tell him that it was not 
the South, but the North, the North entirely and 
delusively, with his aid and his approbation, 
[hat violated this legislative comprouiiae of 1820. 



iar. HICKMAN. I do not wish to interrupt 
ihe gentleman further than to correct a slight 
take into which he has fallen. He supposes 
the repeal of the Missouri compromise was passed 
witii my sanction and consent. 

Mr. PRYOR. Not at all. I will come tot 
point. If the honorabie gentleman will let 
riev.'lop my idea, he will find that I ojn not 
out after al!. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I beg the gentleman's i 
don. I will say this, in order to put that ma 
Eit r^st; I waa opposed to the repeal of the Mis- 
souri line, and to the legislation of 1854. I have 
stated upon this floor, on more than one occasion, 
that if I had been a member of this body at the 
lime of the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska act, 
1 would have voted against it, as 1 foresaw that 
it would be pregnant of mischief. 

Mr. PRYOR. I soy, sir, notwithstanding, that 
it was the gentleman's constituents, that it was 
the Bnti^laveiy party of the North, the party 
outside of the Democracy , who violated this com- 
promise of 1820, which is now so sacred in Uic 
conieroplation of the honorable member and his 
as,iociatBB, How did Uiey violate it? Why, sir, 
the. South, with that puiiie fcith which ia chac- 
act.;ristic of them, insisted, after the compromise 
of 1890 was enacted, that it should be extended 
and perpetuated. Wo so insisted in the case of 
Oregon, in the case of the organiiation of govern- 
ments for the Territory acquired from Mexico, 
and in Ihe case of the adjustment of the disputed 
bfiLidarybotweeoTcsasandNewMexico— throe 



wherein the South, with the loyalty and 
chivalric regard for honor, wluch, if not peculiar 
her, is certainly characteristic of her, did pro- 
isa to insist upon the prolongation and perpet- 
uation of the Missouri hne of 36° 30'. What did 
the North, this very party now clamorous for the 
Missouri comproiniao ? They, upon those three 
several occasions, did infract it, did violate it, did 
refuse to perpetuate it. Afterward, the South, 
finding tliat these gentlemen of irreproachable 
and immaculate honor employed that compromise 
merely for their own nggrandizement and our 
oppression, finding that when it was to their 
advantage they adhered to it, and when to their 
disadvantage they nullified it; the South, I say, 
finding these things, and considering, meanwhile, 
that the compromise was unconstitutional — un- 
constitutional in that it proposed an arbitrary 
exclusion against the States of the South— then 
declared that inasmuch as the North will not keep 
their faith, as they will not observe tlie compact, 
the Government should revert to the principles of 
the Constitution. 

With a singular and unaccountable inaptitude, 
the honorable gentleman adduces the tariff com- 
promiae of 1832 as another instance of bad faith 
on the part of the South. This statement, sir, is 
:t reverse of liistorical truth. The com- 
! of 1832, with a view to appeasing the dis- 
of the South under an intolerable burden 
of iniquitous taxation— a discontent particularly 
developsd in the gallant Palmetto State— stipu- 
lated that the duties should undergo a gradual re- 
duction until they readied a revenue level, where 
tliey should remain. Kevertheless, this process 
of amelioration was arrested, and, instead, a moat 
grievous and outrageous weight of taxation im- 
posed upon the South at tha very moment when 
spromiaedrelief from the oppression — iin- 
in the enactment of the bill of abominations 
by the very North which now complains of bad 
faith— imposed for tlic advantage of the very 
Pennsylvania which the gentleman partially rep- 
resenta. This is another instance of southern 
perfidy ! 

I am oon^ious of treading on delicate ground 
in reverting to the compromise of 1850; hut here, 
too, I affirm, the gentlemanurgesan unjuat accu- 
sation. The truth is, that, objectionable in many 
features as thatmeaaurc was totheSouth,theSoutli 
yet adhered to ita principle, and proposed to in- 
corporate it in the Kansas-Nebraska bill of 1854. 
Thia su^ealion the North resisted ; but the South 
wasfirm, and, aided hy a number of faithfulnorth- 
ern Democrats, succeeded in securing an explicit 
reeo ■initio 11 and reaffirmation of the principle and 
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policy of the compromise of 1850. This is another 
example of soutliem perfidy! 

1 come now to Ihe Elanaaa compromise of 1854, 
as the honorable gentlBman describes it, a reference 
which I feel to bo delicate and embarraasing. In 
respect of this measure I gire my opinion that 
neither the nortliern or aouthem Democracy are 
guilty of an intentional violatbn of engagement. 

The truth ia, that the Kansas-Ncbraata bill was 
suaceptible of a various reading. Obvious enough 
on its &££, like a palimpsest, it contained matter 
of grare import beneath the suriace. Wg of the 
South said the principle of the bill waa, that the 
people of a Territory might determine the ques- 
tion of slavery in the eserciao of Slate sovereignty, 
and in the act of organizing a Slate government. 
Others maintain that tlic principle of the bill rec- 
ognized the right of the people, by on actfof terri- 
torial legialation, to determine the qucation of sla- 
very, Iti9apalpBble,iniportflnt,and,Iapprehend, 
irreparable, ditference of conatrucdon. However, 
since, for our interpretation, we have the author- 
ity of the highest judicin! tribunal, there is reaaon 
to hope it may eventually prevail. But, be that 
as it may, I protest agninsl the assumption that 
an opinion on territorial power shall be made a test 
of political fidelity. I can trndcrstand how the 
enemies of the Democracy may employ and ag- 
gravate the issue as a wedge to rend asunder the 
unity of our pnrty; butlcannotcomprehend how 
any Democrat can assiatin the suicidal operation. 
In all political organizations there must be some 
open questions. 'It is impossible to enforce an 
exact conformity of opinion upon every subject of 
speculation. The policy of the DcmooraUc party- 
has been to tolerate a difference of opinion in this 
matter of teifitorijd power. 

The appointment of General Cass, the recog- 
nized author of the squatter-soviTeigiily dogma, 
to the chief place in the present Democratic Ad- 
ministration, provoked no complaint or remon- 
strance from the Democracy of the South. I am 
for adhering to this judicioua policy — this " sal- 
utary neglect." I persist in my own opinion; I 
win battle for its recognition by the Giovemmcnt; 
but I wiU not be so much the bigot as to sacrifice 
my friends, my party, and my country, to the idol 
of my peculiar spooulationa. In the story of the 
last siege and capitulation ofCon3tantinople,tliere 
are many mortifying il]ustcntiona of human de- 
pravity; but no circumstance of that frightful 
episode so shocks the sensibilities and abases our 
pride as the pertinacious altercations of the degen- 
erate Greeks, over frivolous issues, in the very 
agony of the atm^lc, and while the barbarian 
hosts were thundering at ihc gates of the city. It 



was the infatuation of B race smitten with Ae ven- 
geance of Heaven. But one national party inter- 
poacH between the Capitol and the triumph of sec- 
tional encroachment; and shall the Democracy, 
in presence of the enemy, and with auch mighty 
issues in suspense, paralyzetheirstropgthby furi- 
ous contests over inferior and irrelevant issues? 
If they do, then will expire the last hope of the 
Union. 

No, sir; however I differ frotn the Democracy 
of the North on this or that dogma, 1 Slave for them 
no word of taunt or reproach; but many worda of 
tolerance and fraternal friendship .rather. When I 
recount their past exploits; when I recall the many 
signal instances of their valor and devotion; when 
! 1 see them bravely bear up against the pressure 
I of adverse influences, and emerge unscathed from 
' the fiery furnace of fanatical persecution, or fall 
heroically, a Spartan hand in the Thermopylie of 
the Union, Bwc;pt down by the assaults of resist- 
less numbers; when I witness their fidelity on 
this fioor,and in this struggle; when, in my own 
feeble endeavors to uphold the rights of the South 
and the supremacy of the Constitution, I feel the 
support of their generous arms , and am cheered by 
the sound of their fraternal voice; when I recall 
and observe these things, and still hoar the De- 
mocracy of tlie North reproached by Represent- 
atives from the South, I am impelled to exclaim, 
with the indignant Roman: 
"llegiinp: 
Bun to yonr houses ; fall upun j-out kai:m ; 
Vraj to the goda to Intermit tlie plague 
That HEedi mual fall on this iagrntUude." 

So, Mr. Clerk, the South is acquitted, trium- 
phantly acquitted, of the grievous charge pre- 
ferred by the member frem Pennaylvania. She 
has not violated her engagements. She has been 
loyal to her word. She iias redeemed to the full 
every obligation she assumed by adhesion to the 
Confederacy. 

But, air, how stands the North in tliia respect? 
H.tve the party in whose name the gentleman 
apeaks, exhibited that scrupulous gnod faith im- 
plied in his pretension to arraign other people! 
I say they have not. I repeat his own words, 
with a retaliatory application, and charge the 
dominant party in the North with a persistent 
violationof all faith, "all compacts, compromises, 
and covenants." Thia is no light accusation, ut- 
tered &om an impulse of aplenctic humor. It is 
a grave indictment, for the proof of which I have 
the unimpeachable testimony of history. We 
have already seen that it was the North which 
violated the legislative compromises of 1830, 1833, 
and 1850. So, but in a slill more conspicuous 
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mniiner, has the North ropudialed and trampled \ 
upon the sacred compromises of the Constitution. : 
It was an implied eompromisc of tin Consti- 
tution that the South should be guarantied tha 
rights which she enjoyed at the time of joining ' 
the Confoderncy. Nerertholess we have seen tie 
North Htailing itself of its superior numbers to ; 
extort from the South n surrender of the slave 
trade in the Distritt of Columbia. 

It was on implied compact of the Constitution 
that the peoplu of the South shouM posaesB the 
peacs and privilege of fellow-citizen ship with 
tiiek confederates in the Union ; uevertheloBB, they 
are harassed by every spcoiea of obloquy and per- 
secutieii from those who had engaged to accord 
them every sympathy and succor. 

It WHS an implied compact of the Coiiatitution 
— the compact indeed which is the vital principle 
of the Constitution — thattlio States of the South 
should enjoy equal rights and an equal dignity in 
the Confederacy; nevertheless.the majority party 
in tlie North and on tliis floor proclaim their pur- 
pose to deny the South any participation in the 
common domain, and to degrade it to the condi- 
tion of a provincial dependency. 

It is an express, solemn sdpulation of the con- 
stitutional compact, tjiat fugitive slaves should he 
returned to ihclr masters. How does the North 
redeem this ohltgalion i For answer, 1 need only 
advert to the pcrdistcjit attompls of the anti-slavery 
party to compel the repeal of the statute ; totlieir . 
open nullification of the law in eienen of the north- 
ern Stattis; to their violent resistance of itsexecu- . 
tion; to the pat«nt and significant tact that, in con- 
sequence of the nullity of the law for the rendition 
of fugitives froralabor,slBV«ry is practically abol- 
ished on the northern frontier of the aouthem 
States. 

Above all, as avowed in tlio preamble to the 
Constitution, the Confederacy was formed to "es- 
tablish justice and insure domestic tranquillity," 
and yet we of the South are pillaged by compa- 
triota, while fellow-citizens incite our slaves to 
insurrection! Thus it is, sir, that tlio North has 
made manifest its reverence for compacts ; thus it 
is, sir, that Iho North has redeemed ita pledges 
under the Constitution. Hereafter, let no north- 
ern Representative reproach the South with infi- 
deUty to engagements. 

Infact, the entire history of this sectionnlatrug- 
gls exhibits the South in a uniform attitude of 
defense; and exhibits the North pursuing an in- 
variable policy of insult and encroachment. No 
man will dare deny tliis statement. The most : 
adventurous and unscrupulous Representative on 
the other side, will not undertake to adduce a sin- 



e wherein the South has impaired the 
ir trampled on the rights of the non- 
slaveholding States. Indeed, the honorable mem- 
ber n-om Pennsylvania [Mr. Hickman] admita 
the fact, by the decUration that if freed from tlie 
Confederacy the North would not again subscribe 
the Constitution. 

Mr. HICKMAN. The gentleman is mistaken 
in this. I said tliat the present temper and feel- 
ing which prevailed both at the North and the 
South Bt this time, would prevent a compact from 
being entered into such as was entered into by our 
fathers. 

Mr. PRYOR. I tliink that is substantially 
what I alleged, that the North would not adopt 
the Constitution to-day, if it were to be done over 
again. 

Mr. HICKMAN I said that both sides would 

Mr. PRYOR. Certainly, both sides; but for 
different reasons. The Noctli, because it feeis 
the compact of confederacy as a restraint on its 
a^reasive purposes; while the South occupies 
a position of passive protest agtunst atlaek. Sir, 
I may tell the gentleman that if the thing were to 
be done again, the South, too, would refuse to 
accept l!ie Consdtution, not because of dissatis- 
faction with its principles and proviaiona, but ior 
the reason that no faith is to bo reposed in her 
northern confederates. To this sad convictioniie 
1 by long years of endurance under on 
increasing burden of obloquy and aggression 

Mr. Clerk, in another particular the honorable 
member from Pennsylvania was conspicuously 
frank and explicit in avowing the principles and 
purposes of rtie dominant party in the North. I 
allude to his proclamation of tlie " irrepressible 
conflict." When we consider that the honorable 
member does not belong to the Black Republican 
party; that he recoils from the nephtt ultra of 
their sectional schemes; that he professes to be a 
moderate man, conservative of the Constitution 
and the Union — I say, when we consider these 
things, and yet hear him declare the doctrine of 
the " irrepressible conflict," we may readily un- 
derstand to what extremes of agitation and en- 
croachment the avowed advocates of anti-slavery 
propose to push their policy. If this is the 
" tender mercy" of the member from Pennsyl- 
vania, how great must be the cruelty of the Re- 
publican nominee for Speaker. 

Mr. Clerk, this theory of the "irrepressible 
conflict" is a very simple proposition , easily sus- 
ceptible of analysis and intelligible exposition. 
As propounded by its author, Mr. Sewabd, it 
means that an original, inherent, und ii'reparoble 
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Bnlagonism exists bclweun tlie two eections of 
the Confederacy; tliat negro slavery is repugnant 
to the principles of civil liberty; that it is an ob- 
struction to the success of rcpublicao government; 
that the Union, like the womb of Rebecca, is torn 
by two associate but irroconcilable elements — is 
rent by the stru^Ies of Ormazd and Ahrirnan, 
tlie beneficent spirit of good, and the malignant 
spirit of evil; that this controversy is inevita- 
ble and incurable, and must go on with increaB- 
ing fury until one or the otlier principle be van- 
quished and exterminated. From the vantage 
ground of this deduction, Mr. Seuahd infers an 
imperative obligation on tlie people of tlie North 
to make war upon slaveiy — tJie evil spirit which - 
saps the strength and mars the fair proportions 
of the Republic; to make the war and to prosecute : 
the war until slavery bo swept from the soil of j 
the South. This is (be evangel of the " irrepress- ! 
ible eontlict" as proclaimed by its great apostle. 
Mr. Mcknight. Do I understand tiie gen- 
tleman to say that WiLLiiu H, Seward is the 
author and originator of the irrepressible conflict 
doctrine? 

Mr. PRYOR. I will come to that directly. 
Sir, I am not unmindful of the apology for Sen- 
ator Sewabd, offered some time ago by the elo- 
quent member from Ohio, [Mr. Coawijj.] It was 
obviously an attempt to prepare the popular mind 
of the country, and of the South especially, for 
suhmission to the Presidency of William H. 
Seward; and, as such, demands a passing criti- 
cism. Sir, candor requires of me to say lliat the , 
hojiorable member's apology was more ingenious ; 
than satisfactory. What was it? Simply this: ! 
that wliatever Mr. Seward's jiresent principles, ! 
tlie y are mere "speculative opinions" — I quote' 
the words — which he will uot carry into tlie ad- | 
ministiation of the Government; that despite his ; 
uttraism now, he will be aconservative President. '- 
If this apology be good for anything, it acquits ; 
Mr. Seward of the charge of political heresy by j 
convicting him of the basest personal villainy. It 
is equivalent to saying that Mr. Sewabd is play- 
ing a part of criminal hypocrisy, that he is in- 
flaming tlie anti-slavery agitation from no motive 
of philanthropy, but for a political purpose only, 
that all the earnestness and intensity of purpose 
which he now affects, is merely the mask of an 
unscrupulous demagogue; that when he mounts 
to the summit of his ambition, he will kick away ! 
the ladder whicli assisted his elevation; and, like 
Henry IV., of France, repudiate in power tlie 
faith he professed in opposition. If the friends 
of Mr. Seward are oonlcnt with this apology, 
they make small account of personal uitegrity. 



For good and sufficient reasons I cannot accept it 
as satisfactory, or as giving assurance that the 
South should not resist the Presidency of Wit- 
LiAM H Sewabd. 

The sincerity of Seward in his sectional prin- 
ciples has been put to the lest of aclu.il etiieri- 
ment. When Governor of New York, and so 
sworn to support the Federal Constitution, he 
I refused, on the demand of Virginia, to execute 
' the fugitive slave hiw. Eul, if hchadtht disposf- 
tion, he would want the power to adminieti i tlie 
jiGovemnientin the spirit of the ConsUtutiiin I do 
1 not say in accordance witli its. forms; for history 
! proves, by many signal einmples, from Augus- 
;; tus Ciesar,who employed a servile senate to con- 
j solidate his despotism, to Baltimore, where the 
il ceremonies of popular election nre pen'erttd to the 
',, suppression of the liberties of the people — -all his- 
'■; lory proves how easily the forms of civil liberty 
! may be reconciled with the substance of pvaclical 
; oppression. This I do affirm, tliat if Wh-liab 
I H. Seward should be elected to the Pri'sidency, 
I he will be altogether unable to resist the pressure 
: of fanatical influence impelling him to war upon 
I the rights and institutions of the South. Ho will 
: discover tliat he hasevoked a spirit whidi he can- 
not allay; tlist he has roused a storm wliich he 
eoimot control; that he lias kindled a conflagra- 
tion which he cannot extinguish; that, like the 
unhappy Fmnken3t..>in, his diabolical arts and in- 
cantations liave called into being a monster who 
mocks his authority and defies his power. 

The member from Oiiio deduc<?d a pleasing 
augury of Seward's Presidency from the recol- 
lection of Fillmore's admin iatration; but, conced- 
ing the sincerity of Mr. Fillmore's recantation of 
Abolitionism, I discern another and adequate ex- 
planation of his conservative course in office. Sir, 
he was impotent for evil. If his purposes were 
sectional, he could not carry them into execution. 
He had no alternative but to act the patriotPres- 
ident, since he was under tlie supervision and 
control of nDemocratioCongress. The caaewill 
be altogctherdifferentwithSEWARD. If becomes 
into oflice, he will come upon the crest of an in- 
sui^nt popular fonr.ticjsm, which will brook no 
tanco to its will ordenialof its demands. In 
did Xerxes attempt to fetter tlie billows of 
the BlormyDaidandleB; in vain did Canute forbid 
the tide to enci-oach upon his royal presence. Just 
impotent would he iJie attempt of Seward to 
still the rage of the anti-slavery fanaticism and to 
s fury into a decent subordination to 
the reutraints of tlie Constitution. If he essay 
^trograde step, he will realize tJie fate of Mira- 
beau. Ifhefailevcn to keep-pace with the move- 
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